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before the iowa WORKERS’ compensation commissioner

______________________________________________________________________



  :

NICK OHL,
  :



  :          File No. 5012025


Claimant,
  :



  :             A P P E A L

vs.

  : 


  :           D E C I S I O N      

FARMLAND INC,
  :



  :                                   Head Note No.:  1803  


Employer,
  :


Self-Insured,
  :                         


Defendant.
  :

______________________________________________________________________

Pursuant to Iowa Code sections 86.24 and 17A.15 I affirm and adopt as final agency action those portions of the proposed decision in this matter dated November 10, 2005, that relate to issues properly raised on intra-agency appeal with the following additional analysis:

I reject defendants’ contention that only a medical doctor is qualified to provide an expert opinion on the cause of noise induced hearing loss.  In this case an experienced audiologist testified that claimant’s work at Farmland Foods for 23 years was a significant part of the cause of claimant’s hearing loss.  (Exhibit 7, page 40)  An audiologist, as an individual with a doctorate in audiology, is exceedingly qualified to provide expert testimony as to the source of hearing problems as issues related to hearing, hearing loss, hearing conservation, and hearing rehabilitation are central to that profession.
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that the arbitration decision is AFFIRMED with the added analysis in this decision.

Defendants shall pay the costs of the appeal, including the preparation of the hearing transcript.

Signed and filed this 18th day of September, 2006.

           ________________________






       CHRISTOPHER J. GODFREY





          INTERIM WORKERS’ COMPENSATION 
                                                                                COMMISSIONER
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