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5-1802; 5-1803; 5-2301; 5-2500


Claimant awarded 75 percent industrial disability.  Claimant a 31-year-old truck driver had four surgeries on the low back and significant work restrictions with a 48 percent permanent partial impairment rating.  Claimant had returned to work in a medium physical demand level with a limitation of eight hours work per day and no constant standing or sitting.  


Healing period benefits awarded for one month.  The employer’s defense of offering volunteer work was not valid to terminate healing period benefits as an offer of light duty employment.  


Claimant failed to establish entitlement to medical benefits as claimant’s expenses were an estimate with no supporting documentation in the way of bills.


Claimant failed to establish entitlement to Iowa Code section 85.39 independent medical evaluation expenses as no employer retained or authorized doctor had evaluated impairment notwithstanding four low back surgeries and a very restricted functional capacity evaluation offered by the employer.

