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5-4100, 5-2501, 5-3001, 5-4000

Claimant, age 52, borderline mentally retarded, sixth grade special education with reading at the first grade level, arithmetic at the third grade level, and heavy, manual labor work history, awarded permanent total disability benefits under the odd-lot doctrine.  Defendant’s vocational expert opinion was discounted as claimant was referred to inappropriate work applications.  The rate of compensation was determined to be $300.74 per week and medical benefits, including Zoloft for disability-related depression, were awarded.  Prescription reimbursement for conditions of hypertension and gout unrelated to the injury were denied.  Penalty benefits of 50 percent were assigned for permanent partial disability benefits due between February 17, 1998 and September 23, 1998.  Vocational rehabilitation expense reimbursement was denied.

