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before the iowa workers’ compensation commissioner

______________________________________________________________________



  :

BETH HEITHOFF,
  :



  :


Claimant,
  :



  :

vs.

  :



  :                      File No.  5031422

NEW OPPORTUNITIES,
  :



  :                          A P P E A L


Employer,
  :



  :                        D E C I S I O N

and

  :



  :

CINCINNATI INSURANCE COMPANY,
  :



  :                


Insurance Carrier,
  :


Defendants.
  :                    Head Note No.: 2500

______________________________________________________________________

Claimant, Beth Heithoff, appeals from an arbitration decision filed January 26, 2011, in which the presiding deputy commissioner found that claimant had failed to prove by a preponderance of the evidence that her carpal tunnel problems and need for ongoing care are related to a motor vehicle accident of January 7, 2008, which was stipulated to be a work-related accident.  Claimant asserts on appeal that the presiding deputy commissioner erred in finding that claimant’s bilateral carpal tunnel complaints were not related to her work injury and in finding that claimant had not proven entitlement to medical care pursuant to Iowa Code section 85.27.  Defendants, New Opportunities and Cincinnati Insurance Company, assert that the findings of the presiding deputy should be affirmed.  This matter was fully submitted for consideration on July 8, 2011.  The arguments of the parties have been considered and the record of evidence has been reviewed de novo. 

Pursuant to Iowa Code sections 86.24 and 17A.15, I affirm and adopt as the final agency decision those portions of the proposed arbitration decision filed on January 26, 2011 that relate to issues properly raised on intra-agency appeal.  It is concluded that although claimant developed quite severe carpal tunnel complaints following her stipulated work injury and that repetitive work causes her symptoms to increase, claimant has failed to present a preponderance of the evidence to support a finding that her ongoing complaints and present need for medical care are related to the original work injury.  Claimant relies upon her own history of complaints, which reasonably correlate with her work injury, but are in contrast to the opinions of the authorized, treating physician.  Claimant does not provide any alternate medical opinion to support her claim for additional medical care from defendants.  Claimant bears the burden of proof to obtain the care she seeks and she has failed to meet that burden. 


IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that the arbitration decision is AFFIRMED.

Claimant shall pay the costs of the appeal, including the preparation of the hearing transcript.


Signed and filed this 28th day of February, 2012.
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